HOME    LIFE    AT    SAYES    COURT
I planted every hedge and tree not only In the
gardens, groves, etc., but about all the fields and
house since 1653, except those large, old and hollow
elms in the stable court and next the sewer, for it was
before, all one pasture field to the very garden of the
house, which was but small; from which time also I
repaired the ruined house, and built the whole of
the kitchen, the chapel, buttery, my study above
and below, cellars and all the outhouses and walls,
still-house, orangery, and made the gardens, etc.,
to my great cost and better I had done to have
pulled all down at first but it was done at several
times.55*
There are occasional references in the Journal to
the planting of trees, and one can gather that much
time was devoted to transforming the fields into
groves, plantations, walks and terraces, until the
beautiful gardens which attracted so many of his
visitors were completed. Of all this no traces remain.
Deptford is now absorbed into London.
Evelyn begs to be excused of serving on the Council
of the Royal Society because his dwelling "was in, the
country/' He was, however, not much more than
five miles from Whitehall. But London, Bridge was
the only bridge across the Thames and in an emer-
gency he cctook a boat to Whitehall" The pressure
of his engagements necessitated his taking lodgings
in London at one time in Russell Street, at another
in Westminster, and after his son died he took on the
remainder of the lease of his Dover Street house,
"finding my occasions called me so often to London.**
* Memoirs of John Evelyn, 1827, IV, 418,
23